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Empowering Excellence.

OUR MISSION

For over four decades the! San Marino Schools Foundation (SMSF) has provided
supplemental financial support to the San Marino Unified School District empowering
its objective of delivering a world-class education with recognized excellence in
academics, arts and athletics.

By providing safe, supportive environments and innovative opportunities for student
learning, the San Marino Unified School District (SMUSD) promotes individual student
excellence, 'invites collaboration and discovery, and challenges students to take
responsibility as members of a diverse, global community. The SMUSD/goals and
objectives are to be on the leading edge of excellence in academics, arts, and
athletics, to maintain long-term fiscal health, to thoroughly integrate technology, and
to improve and enhance communication strategies. The San Marino Schools
Foundation proudly supports these objectives in our fundraising efforts.

LASTING IMPACTS MAKE
GREAT FUTURES POSSIBLE.

WE ARE PROUD TO SHARE WITH YOU OUR 2020-2021 ANNUAL REPORT, which showcases
the impact of your generosity and collective commitment to advance educational excellence in the San
Marino Unified School District.

While the 2020-2021 school year presented unique challenges in navigating the COVID-19 pandemic,
the foundation remained dedicated to the trusted stewardship of our loyal donors and community partners.
As a result of your commitment to enhance educational programs and student opportunities, we awarded
over $2,000,000 in grants to San Marino Unified School District benefiting over 2,700 students.

Thank you to every single person who made a donation to our schools this year. Thank you to those who
asked others to make donations, who attended a virtual event, who volunteered on a board or committee,
who showed up to support Measure E, and to those who played an even more active part in their child’s
education than usual.

As we look to the future, we are inspired by supporters like you who continue to think of endless
possibilities and build promising opportunities for SMUSD students. Thank you for empowering excellence
with us.

With gratitude,
Fo: it
Erin Bilvado, President

2020-2021 Board of Trustees
San Marino Schools Foundation
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SAN MARINO SCHOOLS DO MORE WITH LESS
THAN ANY DISTRICT IN CALIFORNIA. For almost
two decades our schools have been consistently
ranked as some of the very best in California. Our
graduates continue on to higher education at some of
the highest rates in the nation. San Marino alumni are
found at top colleges and universities and make their
way to leadership roles in all fields: business, science
and technology, medicine, law, the arts and
academics.

AND YET, SAN MARINO SCHOOLS rank among
the lowest in state and federal funding per pupil. How
is it possible that a small school system which receives
so little, does so well2 This is accomplished by a deep
understanding from engaged and educated parents,
and from the generosity of supporters and donors.

GREAT SCHOOLS ANCHOR OUR COMMUNITY.
San Marino holds a tradition of educational excellence
and valuing its schools. The success of our students and
schools is a source of civic pride and has attracted
families to San Marino for generations. This is also
reflected in the community’s strong and stable real
estate prices. Parents, community members, and local
business have stood up and generously supported our
students and schools with a willingness to be taxed for
their support and with volunteer spirit.

FORTY-TWO YEARS AGO, in the wake of
Proposition 13, and state legislation cutting school
funding, concerned community members established
the San Marino Schools Foundation. By focusing
philanthropy on supporting local needs, the Foundation
continues to provide vital additional financial support
to our schools. In 1989, a report on the Foundations’
first decade noted, “The District does not qualify for
many state and federal education funds because of the
high educational and income levels of community
residents and the exceptionally high achievement level
of its students.” The funding impediments and need to
compete to be the best, described then, remain today.

BASED ON THIS STONG HISTORY, the Foundation
is pushing for transparency and innovation in our
schools. According to current Foundation President Erin
Bilvado, “We cannot rest a moment in this competitive
environment.” The Foundation is increasing its focus on
financial transparency and sustainability, deepening
relationships with each school campus, connecting
donors’ passions and interest to fund critical building
blocks of our schools, and securing the legacy of a San
Marino experience into the future!
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statistics

21

certificated positions supported

1603

total donors

80%

dollars donated by parents

497

community members donated

S58 million

total SMSF donations since 1980

100%

students benefiting from SMSF support

AP Courses Offered: 17
AP Exams Ratio: .9 exams/student

ACT Average Score: 30.2
SAT Average Score: 1358

Amsterdam University
Arizona State University

Art Center College of Design
Boston University

Brandeis University

Brigham Young University
California College of the Arts
California Institute of the Arts
CSU Poly-San Luis Obispo
CSU Poly-Pomona

CSU-East Bay

CSU-Fullerton

CSU-Los Angeles

Case Western Reserve Uni.
Chaffey College

Chapman University

Citrus College

College of Charleston
Colorado State University
Duke University

George Mason University
Georgia Institute of Technology

Percentage of AP Exam Scores
of 3 or higher

San Marino
Graduates received 15
offers from selective Universities
and 101 offers from UC campuses

USC: 11 - MIT: 1
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University of Chicago
University of Colorado
University of Colorado Boulder

Johns Hopkins University
Kenyon College
Linfield College

San Francisco State University
San Jose State University
School of Visual Arts

Lipscomb University Seattle University University of Michigan
Loyola Marymount University Seton Hall University University of Mississippi
Marist College Southern Methodist University University of Nevada
Massachusetts Institute of Stanford University University of Oregon
Technology Stevens Institute of Technology University of Pittsburgh
Mt. San Antonio College Texas Christian University University of Puget Sound
New York University The College of Saint Rose University of Redlands
Northeastern University The New School University of San Diego

Otis College of Art and Design
Pasadena City College

US Military Academy, West Point
University of Arizona

University of Southern California
University of Texas at Dallas

Pennsylvania State UC Berkeley University of the Cumberlands
Pepperdine University UC Davis University of the Pacific

Point Loma Nazarene University ~ UC Irvine University of Washington

Purdue University UC Los Angeles Utah State University

Rhode Island School of Design UC Riverside Vanderbilt University

Rochester Institute of Technology  UC San Diego Washington University in St. Louis

UC Santa Barbara
UC Santa Cruz

Westmont College
Whitman College

Saint Louis University
San Diego Miramar College
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